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‘Understanding’ reached between
‘mobile-home tenants, park owners

By SUSANNE MARTINOVICH
Register Staff Writer

NAPA - Eight months ago,
neither mobile-home residents
nor mobile-home park owners
thought they'd be standing be-
fore the City Council Tuesday,
the subject of extreme pride and
aduiation.

“T thought we had a better
chance of seltling the baseball
strike,” said mobile-home park
owner Jack Newell Jr,

Jack Newell Sr. called it, “The
best thing I've ever seen happen
in 32 years. It was the greatest.
We all got a fair deal.”

Owners and residents settled
their differerices over the man-
agement and maintenance of
mobile-home parks with a mem-
orandum of understanding,
which establishes guidelines on
long-standing, contentious is-
sues.

The agreement was signed on
Thursday and approved by the

councl on Tuesday to much
applause, ‘

Councilmembers sent owners
and residents to Napa County
Rental Information and Media-
tion Services in July fo try and
work out their problems without
rent control or other city inter-
vention.

Af the fime, Measure A -
which would have allowed mo-
bile-home residents to appeal
rent and maintenance disputes
to the council — had failed in the
June election by less than 200
votes. ‘

Instead of putting the issue on
the November ballot as Measure
A supporfers had asked, the
councit sent them to work out
their differences. Much to every-
one’s surprise and pleasure, they
did.

Councilmember JoAnn Busen-
bark, who acted as the city liason

-during the elght months of me-

diation, said she was especiaily

“] thought we had a
better chance of settling

the baseball strike.”
Jack Newell Ir.

pleased by Newell Jr's com-
ments.

“You (Newell) had a much
different feeling when we started
out, so your comments mean a
great deal to me,” said Busen-
bark, who ndted she's seen azn
improvement in the upkeep of
some of the parks already.

Councilmember Harry Martin
said he had been working for this
day for seven years.

Martin said getting the signed
agreement was, “like Christmas”
for him. = .



Harmony Qver Mobile Home Rent Control?

“hallot Measure A, which, if enacted,

would have repealed a provision of the
City Charter provision to allow the Napa
City Council discretion to pass rent control
in Mobile Home Parks—an extremely con-
troversial ballot issue. Measure A was
defeated by 162 votes. The residents of
Napa's mobile home parks — primarily
senior citizens — wanted to put the mea-
sure back on the ballot—a costly item for
the City of Napa.

To understand the reasons behind
Measure A and the concerns of the mobile
home park residents and owners. a Council
subcommittee met with over 300 con-
cerned mobile home park residents and
owners. Several “information gathering”
meetings were held in the twelve mobile
home parks within the Napa city limits.
The Napa County Rental Information and
Mediation Services. (N CRIMS) agency, lead
by Executive Director Ellie Hubbard, was
designated by the Council to conduct the

Th& June, 1994, local elections included

' meetings and report back on their findings.

After nearly six months of intensive out-
 reach. an extensive report including a five-
point plan of recommended solutions was

. presented to the Napa City Council by

NCRIMS. Concurrently, the City of Napa
Mohile Home Owners Association offered
an eight-point plan. With the support and
continued dedication of NCRIMS, a
Memorandum of Understanding between

the City of Napa Mobile Home Owners
Association and the City of Napa, emerged.
Tt contains 2 number of provisions includ-
ing the following:

e a mechanism to continue NCRIMS
mediation of any future problems thatmay
arise in the parks;

» a program to assist “residents in need”
through a private rent subsidy prograr:

» guidelines for rent adjustments, park
maintenance and capital improvements;

« options for residents who must leave
the park environment and are having diffi-
cult, selling their mobile homes due to
hardship circumstances;

" w follow-up annual review of the MOU
by NCRIMS:

« and follow-up meetings to discuss mat-
ters of mutual concern regarding the MOU
or mobile home park issues in general.

The cooperative efforts of these groups
enahled the City of Napa to avoid a costly
election and brought harmony among the
groups as well. A great deal of recognition
is due the Napa Valley Mobile Home Park
Owners Association, Napa County Rental
Information and Mediation Services, the
mobile home park residents and the Napa
City Council who worked together to devel-
op this outstanding and innovative niodel
program improving the quality of life for
residents of mobile home parks within the
City of Napa. Contact: JoAnne Busenbark.
Council Member, (707) 253-3081.
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